
Editorial Reviews 
 

Review 

 

"I spent some time with Lost Footsteps, and what really struck me was how you wove the personal weight of Tim's return 

from war with the pull of past and present love. It doesn't just read like a military or romance story it feels like a lived 

experience that lingers after you put the book down. The mix of emotional honesty, suspense, and the very human search 

for belonging gives readers a lot to sit with and that's exactly the kind of energy that sparks real conversations in book 

groups. I can see people connecting deeply to Tim's choices and the way the past never quite lets go."--Isabel Inkworks 

book reviews 

 

"Lost Footsteps is such a compelling read! Tim Warner's journey, returning from the Middle East to a hometown that feels 

both familiar and strange, navigating love triangles, old antagonisms, and the lingering shadows of war, draws the reader 

in immediately. Your depiction of his emotional and physical journey, alongside the reconnections and betrayals, creates a 

suspenseful and heartfelt narrative that really stays with me."- Claire Jensen 

 

"Lost Footsteps, and the first image that stood out to me was the depth and emotional resonance behind the story. The 

blend of mystery, personal journey, and heartfelt character work gives the book a compelling yet accessible appeal that 

readers who enjoy emotionally driven fiction truly appreciate."- Elite, Enhance Reader Community 
 

Readers Reviews  

Top reviews from the United States 

  

 
Paul Coffey 
 

5 out of 5 stars 

 

The story took me captive then led me to a surprise ending! I was flabbergasted but satisfied. 
 

Reviewed in the United States on February 9, 2021 

Verified Purchase 

I liked the characters enough to keep turning the pages to see what happens next. The author did his homework. He knew 

military jargon and educated me a little about something else relevant to today's news--oops! I won't give away the story; 

you'll have to read the whole thing for yourself. But I learned some interesting things about another, relevant culture. This 

story would make a nice movie--I think. 

One person found this helpful 
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Report 

  

 
Wizard of AZ 

 

4 out of 5 stars 

 

Solid story with good characters 
 

Reviewed in the United States on August 7, 2023 

Verified Purchase 

This is a love story when all is said and done. The main character is likable and the supporting cast is well developed. As 

an author considering self publishing, I realize the value of an editor and this book should have been properly edited. 

One person found this helpful 

Submit  

Helpful 

Report 
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Ashley Rosado 
 

5 out of 5 stars 

 

Amazing! 
 

Reviewed in the United States on March 1, 2025 

This book was amazing! It was emotional, yet riveting! The author really knows how to keep the reader engaged but not 

overwhelmed. Thanks for a great book! I look forward to more! 

Submit  

Helpful 

Report 

  

 
James H. Cavanaugh 
 

5 out of 5 stars 

 

A Good Story 
 

Reviewed in the United States on May 19, 2024 

Format: Kindle 
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I liked the book. It gave me the feeling of being in Tim's shoes. His struggles were very realistic and left me anxious to 

read what was next. It was a good read from start to finish. Kudos to the author in his effort to bring his story to life. 

Hoping to see more from him. 
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  

 
janice troia 
 

5 out of 5 stars 

 

Characters Come Alive; Keeps You Wondering What's Coming Next 
 

Reviewed in the United States on July 18, 2023 

A friend lent me this book to read. I enjoyed the suspense of what was going to happen next. I felt that the author had a 

keen ability to make the characters come alive, especially Tim, Stan, and Max. And as with any book, I learned some 

things I never knw before. 

One person found this helpful 
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  

 
Donald Demers 
 

5 out of 5 stars 

 

A good book and read for all 
 

Reviewed in the United States on January 20, 2022 

I identify with the story and my home coming from the the air froce. Tim and search for his love. A good book and read. 

 

 
Carlos Castilho 

 

5 out of 5 stars 

 

I enjoyed the book very much. 
Reviewed in the United States on May 30, 2021 
The book creates a little suspense and it is very nice.
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"Lost Footsteps" by Dan MacDonald explores the journey of Tim Warner, who returns home from 

the Middle East and grapples with the changes in his life and relationships. The narrative delves 

into themes of love, loss, and the impact of war on personal identity. 

 

Overview of "Lost Footsteps" 

This book offers a compelling look at personal transformation. 

 Main Character — Tim Warner returns from the Middle East, facing a hometown that feels both 

familiar and strange. 

 Themes — The story examines love triangles, old conflicts, and the lingering effects of war. 

 Emotional Journey — Tim's experiences lead him to reflect on his past and the relationships he 

left behind. 

 Critical Reception — The book has been described as a compelling read that draws readers into 

Tim's struggles. 

 

What are the main themes in "Lost Footsteps"? 
"Lost Footsteps" by Dan MacDonald explores themes of  
personal transformation 

 and the lingering emotional weight of war, as the protagonist attempts to reconcile his past 

experiences with a hometown that no longer feels familiar. 

 

Theme Narrative Focus 

Personal 
identity 

Reflections on past choices and the struggle to reintegrate after 
a two-year overseas tour 

Love and loss 

The complex search for truth and the desire to reconnect with a 
lost romantic connection 

Social 
alienation 

The unsettling reality of returning home to family and 
community members who act strangely 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Lost-Footsteps-Dan-MacDonald/dp/B08M28NTGL
https://www.amazon.com/Lost-Footsteps-Dan-MacDonald/dp/B08M28NTGL
https://www.amazon.com/Lost-Footsteps-Dan-MacDonald/dp/B08M28NTGL
https://books.apple.com/us/book/id1595848128
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How does Dan MacDonald symbolize the passage of time in Lost 
Footsteps? 

 

In "Lost Footsteps," Dan MacDonald symbolizes the passage of time through the protagonist's 

recurring need to reconcile his past actions with his present circumstances. The narrative uses 

the physical act of retracing steps as a metaphor for personal growth, highlighting how distance 

and time can alter one's perception of home. 
Are there specific recurring motifs linked to Dan MacDonald's aging process? 
Symbol Narrative Function 

Reading a 

poem 

Represents the bridge between military service and the struggle to process past 

choices 

Small 

hometown 

Serves as a static anchor point that emphasizes how much the protagonist has 

changed during his tour 

Forgotten path  

Functions as an allegory for the hidden depths of the soul and the journey of self-

discovery 

� Temporal Dislocation and Memory 

The way characters perceive time often feels disjointed, particularly when returning from a war 

that leaves the veteran feeling alienated from his former life. This theme is explored through: 

 Returning home 

 to family and neighbors who seem like strangers, illustrating the temporal gap created 

by a two-year deployment. 

 

� Temporal Dislocation and Memory 

The way characters perceive time often feels disjointed, particularly when 

returning from a war that leaves the veteran feeling alienated from his former 

life. This theme is explored through: 

 Returning home 

 to family and neighbors who seem like strangers, illustrating the temporal gap created 

by a two-year deployment. 
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 Questioning his past 

 and the decisions made during the war, which forces him to pause and re-examine the 

timeline of his own life. 

 Caught in a triangle 

 between his high school love and a new partner, highlighting the tension between past 

expectations and current realities. 

 

� Journeys Toward Truth 

MacDonald uses physical relocation as a symbol for moving through time, 

moving the protagonist from a stagnant hometown to a new future in Boston. 

Key elements of this transition include: 

 Searching for truth 

 about his past and those around him, which serves as a catalyst for his psychological 

movement from soldier to civilian. 

 Retracing their footsteps 

 in a broader, metaphorical sense to connect with his own history and personal 

resilience. 

 Seeking the love 

 he left behind, which acts as the ultimate goal in his timeline of reconciliation and 

emotional recovery. 

By juxtaposing the protagonist's static memories against the evolving reality of 

his surroundings, the story suggests that time is not just a chronological 

progression, but a personal process of uncovering what truly matters. 
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How should I track the chronological markers in the middle chapters? 

Tracking the chronological progress in "Lost Footsteps" requires paying close attention to the 

protagonist's transition from his military deployment to his return home and subsequent move to 

Boston. Because the novel focuses on psychological shifts rather than a rigid calendar, you can 

best follow the timeline by mapping the specific geographic and narrative turning points in Tim 

Warner’s journey. 
Are there specific passages in the middle chapters that clarify the timeline? 
Stage of Journey Location Marker Key Narrative Signal 

Arrival at airport Germany / Transit point 
Reading a poem 

 sparks internal reflection on his past 

Return to hometown Small town setting 
Strange behavior exhibited 

 by family and neighbors signals alienation 

The turning point Small hometown area 
Caught in triangles 

 between past and wartime loves creates conflict 

Final transition Boston relocation 
Meeting ex-Marine Stanley 

 provides the catalyst for seeking the truth 

� Markers for Narrative Progression 

The middle chapters function as a bridge between the protagonist's traumatic overseas service 

and his attempts to integrate back into civilian life. To monitor the story's development, look for 

these shifts in Tim's environment: 

 Wartime memories resurface 

 during his homecoming, acting as a recurring chronological anchor that contrasts with 

his current, confusing reality. 

 Persistent search efforts 

 define the middle section as Tim actively tries to locate the love he lost, shifting the 

narrative focus from static reflection to proactive movement. 

 Growing community tension 

 within his small hometown serves as a primary marker for the story’s rising action, 

signaling the inevitable need for him to flee. 

� Tracking Through Internal Growth 
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While the external events drive the plot, the middle chapters also contain significant internal 

markers that signal the passage of time and personal evolution. Pay attention to how Tim’s 

perspective changes as he transitions into his new life in Boston: 

 Shift in purpose 

 occurs when he stops trying to force himself into his former life and begins accepting 

the reality of his new situation. 

 Reconnection attempts 

 with his past unit represent a move toward closure, allowing him to process the trauma 

of his two-year tour. 

 Finalizing his truth 

 becomes the ultimate chronological goal, marking the point where the protagonist stops 

running from his past and begins to reclaim his future. 

Following these thematic shifts will help you maintain a clear sense of the narrative trajectory 

even when the chapter structure emphasizes emotional rather than linear progression. 

 

Does ignoring the author's background lead to misinterpreting the time 

metaphors? 

Ignoring the author's background does not necessarily lead to misinterpreting the time 

metaphors in "Lost Footsteps," as the narrative relies primarily on internal emotional cues and 

the protagonist's personal journey to convey its themes. Because the story focuses on the 

subjective experience of returning from war, readers are equipped with sufficient narrative 

context to understand the passage of time without requiring external biographical information. 

 

Does ignoring the author's background lead to misinterpreting the time 

metaphors? 

Ignoring the author's background does not necessarily lead to misinterpreting the time 

metaphors in "Lost Footsteps," as the narrative relies primarily on internal emotional cues and 

the protagonist's personal journey to convey its themes. Because the story focuses on the 

subjective experience of returning from war, readers are equipped with sufficient narrative 

context to understand the passage of time without requiring external biographical information. 
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� Internalizing the Timeline 

The story functions as a self-contained psychological portrait, which allows the 

metaphors of time to resonate regardless of whether one researches the 

author. The text highlights how time is felt rather than measured: 

 War's lingering impact 

 on the protagonist creates a palpable sense of temporal dislocation, where the past and 

present constantly bleed into each other. 

 Personal journey markers 

 such as reading a poem or leaving a hometown are grounded in the character's 

immediate actions, making the symbolic progression easy to track. 

 Emotional weight 

 of the narrative is centered on the search for truth, which naturally dictates the pace of 

the story without needing outside framing. 

 

� Biographical Contributions 

While external information provides a clearer picture of the author’s creative 

breadth, the metaphorical strength of the novel lies in the text itself. 

Understanding Dan MacDonald as an author can enhance your appreciation 

for the work, but his background is secondary to the reader's immersion: 

 Fifteen years of 

 writing practice helped the author craft a story that balances military technicality with 

introspective literary themes. 

 Author's homework 
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 regarding military jargon ensures the setting feels authentic, which bolsters the realism 

of the protagonist's disorientation upon returning home. 

 Story's symbolic structure 

 remains accessible because the metaphors are woven directly into the protagonist's 

interactions with his community and his memories. 

Ultimately, the book stands on its own as a character study, and the symbols 

of time are intended to be interpreted through the lens of Tim Warner's 

personal evolution. 

 

How does Dan MacDonald symbolize the passage of time in Lost 

Footsteps? 

In "Lost Footsteps," Dan MacDonald symbolizes the passage of time through the protagonist's 

recurring need to reconcile his past actions with his present circumstances. The narrative uses 

the physical act of retracing steps as a metaphor for personal growth, highlighting how distance 

and time can alter one's perception of home. 

 

How does Tim's character evolve throughout the 
story? 
 
Tim Warner experiences a profound internal shift as he navigates his return from a two-year 
tour of duty in the Middle East. His journey from  
returning home 

 to finding a new path is marked by a series of emotional and social challenges that force him to 

reevaluate his identity. 

 

Phase Social Context Key Challenge 

Initial Return Feeling like a stranger 
Strange hometown reactions 
 from family and neighbors 

Conflict Period Caught in a triangle 
Lingering love conflicts 
 between past and present loves 

Departure Fleeing the environment 
Leaving small town 
 life to seek anonymity in Boston 

https://books.apple.com/us/book/id1595848128
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� Personal Transformation 

The emotional journey of Tim begins when he encounters a poem at an airport that  

sparks deep reflection 

 regarding the choices he made in the past. This moment of pause acts as a catalyst for his introspection, 

contrasting the man who left for war with the person who returns to a place that no longer feels like his 

own. 

 Questioning his past —  

Tim's internal questioning 

 intensifies as he grapples with the loss of Venda, a woman he loved overseas. 

 Navigating social distance —  

Odd hometown behavior 

 from family and former peers makes him feel alienated, eventually driving his decision to leave 

for Boston. 

 Building new foundations —  

Stanley's supportive presence 

 provides him with employment and stability, offering a space to restart his search for truth. 

� Navigating Relationships 

The narrative centers on the tension between the life Tim left behind and the life he discovered during his 

time overseas. His character growth is tied to his persistence in seeking the people who truly matter to 

him, even when faced with antagonism from old rivals. 

 Managing love triangles —  

Complex romantic ties 
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https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/56084781-lost-footsteps
https://www.target.com/p/lost-footsteps-by-dan-macdonald-paperback/-/A-1011328635


 force him to reconcile his high school sweetheart with the profound connection he felt in the 

Middle East. 

 Facing old bullies —  

Ongoing Ed Murphy 

 conflicts highlight how his past struggles persist even after his military service. 

 Finding true love —  

Persistent search efforts 

 characterize his evolution from a soldier seeking to forget to a man actively pursuing his future. 

Tim’s ultimate evolution is defined by his choice to move past the confusion of his homecoming and 

commit to finding the  

truth about Venda 

 and his own history. 

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/lost-footsteps-dan-macdonald/1137989943
https://www.hoopladigital.com/ebook/lost-footsteps/19693999
https://books.apple.com/us/book/id1595848128

